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IT ALL
ADDS UP!

Alida Spanninga is the instructor, and the 
head of the Business Department recently 
sat down with her to ask a few questions. 

BD:   What was your vision for an 
accounting course at Guido? 

AS:  Our Christian community is marked 
by entrepreneurs and business owners. 
Many business owners have goals that 
involve fulfilling a role or function in 
their community. For an architect it 
may be designing beautiful homes, 
for a mechanic it may be providing 
safe transportation, and for a farmer 
it may be feeding cities! While these 
goals are important, the main purpose 
of most businesses is to earn a profit. 
While doing so, Christian business 
owners seek to be honest, exemplify 
integrity, and use those profits in a God-
honouring way.

  Among other things, making sound 
decisions that result in a profitable 
business requires accurate record 
keeping, reliable financial records, and 
proficient analytical skills to interpret 
the results. These tasks all fall under 
the function of accounting. It follows, 
then. that accounting is one of the most 
fundamental and foundational concepts 
associated with running a business. The 
Ministry of Education of Ontario, in 
their Business curriculum document, 
calls accounting the “language of 
business.” How can we effectively 
teach and learn business without 
understanding the language? Businesses 
use accounting to organize, understand, 
and communicate all aspects of their 
financial position. Ultimately, it is this 
understanding that helps people make 
wise business decisions.
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This semester Guido has reintroduced a senior 
Accounting course to its curriculum. We’re excited about 
this and so are the students. The Business Department 
concluded that our community would be very interested 
in what motivated the addition of this course and what 
some of its content involves. 

T H E  G U I D O  B U S I N E S S  D E PA R T M E N T

BD: How is that vision being met? 

AS:   Currently, the business department at 
Guido offers a grade 10 Business course 
that introduces the structure and main 
functions of business. We also offer an 
Entrepreneurship course at the grade 
11 level which focuses on equipping 
students to make effective business 
plans. Furthermore, we offer courses in 
Computers that fall under the umbrella 
of the Business Department. But there 
is room for us to grow. Over the past 

Treasurer’s Report  
M R .  G A R E T T  V A N  I P E R E N 



 Important Dates
 Friday, March 9  
 to Friday, March 16 March Break holidays 

    Friday, March 23  Guido hosts grade 7,8 basketball 
tournament at the Dofasco Centre

 Friday, March 30 *Good Friday

 Monday, April 2 *Easter Monday

 Wednesday, April 4 Parent-teacher conferences

 Friday, April 6 Career Day

 Tuesday, April 10 Gr. 10 Literacy Test 

 Thursday, April 12 Founders Day

 Monday, April 16 First day term 2

 Friday, April 21 Mid-semester reports

 Thursday, April 26  
 to Friday, April 27 Arts Alive

 Thursday, May 3 Membership Meeting     

 Friday, May 4 *PA day

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE WHOLE YEAR.
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“A man’s steps 
are from the Lord; 
how then can man 
understand his way?” 
–PROVERBS 20:24 
A humbling verse, but one that has 
stood out for me since my youth. I 
think it is safe to say that the staff 
and administration here at Guido 

did not really know what to expect coming into a transitional year. 
But our God knew. He knew of our desire to have an encouraging 
atmosphere among the staff, and He blessed that. He knew of the 
students’ desire to have a safe place to grow in faith and to increase 
in knowledge or to work through difficulties. He has blessed that 
too. In short, it has been a good year so far and there is still much 
to look forward to.

Two sports seasons have passed, the Reformation 500 celebration 
seems like a distant memory, and we have just recently completed 
another Ministry inspection. Second semester classes are well 
under way and students are feeling the pressure of due dates and 
assignments. Students have begun to prepare for the bi-annual 
Arts Alive festival at the end of April, where multiple categories of 

fine arts and music will be viewed and performed. Guido’s many 
athletes are gearing up for the badminton, soccer and track and 
field seasons. Grade 12 students are thinking about what lies ahead 
for them in terms of work, apprenticeships, colleges or universities. 
Our minds and bodies are always so busy and there is so much 
going on at Guido that we do need to step back from time to time 
to remember that God knows our way, long before it is revealed to 
us. Although we do not know what to expect, God does and so we 
can (and must) put our trust in Him. 

As we look ahead to next year, a year with yet more transitions, 
we can expect God’s plan for us to unfold in unexpected ways. 
Perhaps by the time this report is published, we will have 
announced the addition of new teachers, but let me leave those 
announcements for the next Gazette. One exciting change that 
I will elaborate on is the addition of a new principal. Mr. Jason 
Heemskerk will be joining the administration team, the Lord 
willing, this summer. While more is likely to be said at the May 
membership meeting and perhaps in the Chairman’s Notes, I 
would like to officially and thankfully welcome Mr. Heemskerk  
to Guido. It can be a daunting thing to enter a new workplace,  
but we trust that the staff, students, and community will  
encourage and support you as you transition into the principal’s 
office at Guido.

Coming back to Proverbs 20:24, the Lord will often put 
unexpected opportunities on our path. One such opportunity was 
presented to Mr. Leistra, one of our vice principals. Next year, he 
will be joining a six person team at the University of Waterloo 
developing math videos and curriculum for grades 9-11. While he 
is away, I will move into his position as vice principal for a year. 
Certainly this development was unexpected, but we can also see 
how God directs our steps. Mr. Leistra, we wish you an exciting 
year, but look forward to your return as well.

Much of this report has dealt with developments that will affect us 
next year, but we do not even know how tomorrow will go. As the 
remainder of the 2017/2018 school year unfolds, we can trust that 
our Father knows our direction and is watching over us. Let’s move 
forward with confidence in that knowledge. Ω 

 Principal’s Report
 M R .  R I C H A R D  T O M L I N
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 As the remainder of the 2017/2018 
school year unfolds, we can trust that 
our Father knows our direction and is 
watching over us. Let’s move forward 
with confidence in that knowledge. 
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What is our biggest desire for the students 
of Guido de Brès Christian High School? 
In part, we hope that they will receive a 
good education that prepares them for 
their futures. We also aim to teach them 
the truths of God’s Word and to work with 
them to apply these truths in every aspect 
of their lives. 
Developing friendships, growing in athletic skills, making good 
memories, participating in extracurricular activities and banking 
fun memories are also things that we’d like the students to enjoy in 
their time at Guido. These are good goals for us to strive toward, 
but it’s also good to reflect on the most important thing that we 
desire for these teenagers that God has entrusted into our care: 
we pray that they will grow in faith in their Creator, humble 
themselves before Him as their Lord, and submit their lives to 
serving others and bringing Him glory. Recently I stumbled on an 
article by Tim Keller that addressed this very topic and I thought 
would be worthwhile for all of us to reflect upon it as we continue 
to support a parent-run Christian school. What happens at Guido 
must be supported by what is happening in our homes and 
churches. We cannot leave our children’s futures in the hands of the 
Christian school alone. This is a sobering reminder of the role of 
parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, office bearers, and supporting 
community in the lives of all of these students that we are caring for 
at our school. Keller states that: 

…we must be consistent in our behavior, wise about reality, and 
warmly personal in our faith. History and experience both show us 
that these three things are hard to carry out on a broad scale. Most 
Christians rely on institutions and formal instruction to “pass on the 
faith.” We assume that if we instruct our children in true doctrine, 
shelter them from immoral behavior, and involve them in church 
and religious organizations, then we have done all we can. But 
youth are turned off not only by bad examples, but also by parents 
who are not savvy about the lives and world their children are living 
in, or who cannot be open about their own interior spiritual lives. 

As Board, this is our prayer as we serve the Guido community, and 
we ask for you to join us in praying for the faith development of 
each student that we are privileged to influence as they grow and 
develop in our homes, churches and schools. 

Now...moving on from the “vision realm” to the “practical realm” 
of Guido de Brès Christian High School...the school year is more 
than half over, and it seems like such a blur with so many things 
that have happened that I’m not sure what to write about! There 
is never a dull moment in the classrooms, hallways, staff room, 

or during the various committee 
meetings that take place to ensure the 
smooth operation of educating the 
students at Guido. 

On February 1, we hosted the Grade 
9 Parent Information Session, where 
parents of current grade 8 students 
were brought up to speed on what 
to expect for the 2018/19 school 
year and how to prepare themselves 
and their grade 8 teen. I had the 
opportunity to remind parents that Guido (and our feeder schools) 
are parent-run schools and of what a blessing that is. Guido is not 
solely run by the staff and/or Board. Under God’s blessing and care, 
it is a school run by parents. Building on what was mentioned 
above, please remember to get involved where you are able, to 
speak to your local rep, to show interest in all the assemblies, 
meetings and extra-curricular events that happen throughout 
the year. What a blessing it is to work together as a supporting 
community in this worthwhile endeavour! 

By now I am sure most of the membership have had an opportunity 
to hear of the appointment of the new principal. I will officially 
announce here that Mr. Jason Heemskerk has been hired as 
principal, commencing in the 2018-19 school year. Mr. Heemskerk 
is familiar to many in our community and we pray that God may 
use the next several months to prepare his heart and mind to serve 
the Guido community in this capacity. In the next Gazette, we will 
publish a bio on Jason, so you will have to wait until then to be 
more informed. As we look forward tol the new school year, Jason, 

Chairman’s Notes
 D A V E  K A M P E N

What happens at Guido must be 
supported by what is happening in  

our homes and churches. We cannot 
leave our children’s futures in the hands 
of the Christian school alone. This is a 

sobering reminder of the role of parents, 
grandparents, aunts, uncles, office 

bearers, and supporting community in 
the lives of all of these students that we 

are caring for at our school.

Continued on page 5...



“It All Adds Up!” continued...

number of years, several students have 
chosen to study Accounting at Guido 
but have had to do so using an online 
curriculum. Ideally, more students 
would be able to take this course of 
study in a traditional classroom setting, 
where they can be supported and guided 
by a teacher. We can now do that.

BD:   You seem very excited about this 
course. Why? 

AS:   Oh yeah! I’m totally pumped! When the 
Education Committee first approved 
the addition of this course last winter, 
I immediately got to work. I ordered 
sample textbooks, looked at curriculum 
guidelines, and dreamt about bringing 
together my love for numbers and 
analysis and my education in the area 
of business. While the math may be 
simple, the applications are many, 
varied, and at times quite complicated! 

BD:   Isn’t making it all add up 
(accounting) boring?

AS:   In our society, I challenge you to find 
someone who isn’t interested in money! 
Among our students, some may not 
like complicated math, but they know 
instinctively that revenue – expenses = 
profit. And profit is good! Admittedly, 
we need to teach them the vocabulary, 
but it’s applicable and fascinating stuff. 
We need to understand why and how 
the government takes deductions off our 
pay cheques. Knowing about sales tax, 
about invoicing, and about how to read 
basic financial statements are life skills. 
Not only are these skills necessary, 
being equipped with this knowledge and 
understanding empowers us in personal 
finance, in business dealings, and in our 
role in church and community. No, it’s 
not boring!

BD:   Why do you think students seek out 
an Accounting course? 

AS:   Some students love numbers and 
structure. Some students are truly 
entrepreneurial and recognize the 
need for money management. Some 
are simply interested in the fact that 
accounting is practical stuff that they 
will use in life – that’s attractive! 

BD:   Do you think the supporting 
community endorses this course is 
being offered?

AS:   They should :-) As Christians, we ought 
to know and understand the value of 
money management.The application 
of basic accounting principles helps us 
to be truthful and fair in our business 
dealings. Our dealings with customers, 
employees, and government all require 
us to be faithful and honest. Our youth 
will undoubtedly benefit from having 
formal education in these areas under 
the umbrella of Christian stewardship.

BD:   What skills do you bring to the 
teaching of this course? 

AS:   While studying at Laurier (a long time 
ago!), I was able to take quite a number 
of business related courses. Among 
them were a couple of accounting 
classes. More recently, before my 
return to teaching a few years ago, 
I learned very practical accounting 
skills when I did the books for several 
not-for-profit organizations, first on a 
volunteer basis, and later as a hired 
bookkeeper for a Christian school and a 
mission organization.This past summer 
I brushed up on my skills with an 
online course. I hope that I may have 
more opportunity to advance my own 
education in the area of accounting.

BD:   What are some of the main topics of 
the course?

AS:   The curriculum moves students through 
a step-by-step understanding of the 

accounting cycle for both service and 
merchandising companies. It educates 
students on the topics of sales tax, 
internal control procedures, and 
financial analysis. Through case studies, 
students examine the role of ethics in 
accounting and they learn about career 
options in the field as well. 

BD:   What’s the motivator you offered 
your students on the first day of  
the semester?

AS:   Ha-ha – to motivate them or me? 
Regardless, no one will need to say, 
“When are we ever gonna use this 
stuff?” And if they do, I can easily spend 
a whole class giving them practical 
answers. That’s a great motivator! 

BD:   Thanks Alida. The students 
are privileged to have such a 
knowledgeable and enthusiastic 
instructor! Ω
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In our society, I challenge you to find someone who isn’t interested in 
money! Among our students, some may not like complicated math, but they 

know instinctively that revenue – expenses = profit. And profit is good!
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we wish you strength and blessings as 
you finish your responsibilities as League 
Coordinator and prepare for your new role 
at Guido. 

While on the subject of the school’s 
administrative staff, there is another change 
to announce for the upcoming 2018-2019 
school year: Mr. Paul Leistra has been 
approved by the University of Waterloo, 
Faculty of Mathematics to engage in a year 
of Math Curriculum Authoring for grades 
9-12. For Paul, it will be an enriching 
professional development experience in 
such areas as online learning, curriculum 
development and delivery, and different 
styles of learning all specific to Math. He 
will then bring these skills and more with 
him back to Guido again at the end of this 
project. The Education Committee and 
Board are excited to allow Paul to accept 
this one-year position and look forward to 
what he can bring back to Guido to assist 
our Math department in the future. 

Therefore, since Paul will be gone for the 
next school year, we are thankful that Mr. 
Richard Tomlin is able and willing to take 

over the administrative position in the 
office, and he will work alongside Mr. Ronn 
Vanandel and Mr. Jason Heemskerk on 
the Administrative Team. We are thankful 
that Mr. Tomlin continues to share the 
many gifts and talents God has given him 
through his much appreciated service  
at Guido.

Looking ahead on the calendar, it 
can be noted that April 12 will be the 
exciting Founders Day for all our proud 
grandparents and other supporters in our 
community. We encourage all supporting 
grandparents and founders to come out 
for the morning and sit in some classes. 
You may not remember the BEDMAS 
formulas in math or how to compose an 
English essay, but you can spend some 
time remembering what it was like to be a 
teenager, dealing with those academic and 
social challenges you had when you were 
that age. What a blessing and privilege 
it is to bring the generations together for 
support and encouragement! Hope to see 
many of you there. 

This report highlights only a few of the 

exciting things going on in and around 
Guido over the past and coming months. 
Please always remember to look at our 
website to keep up to date on news, 
events, and any school changes. It’s a 
privilege to keep you informed, and I 
continue to encourage the membership to 
speak to your local Guido rep about how 
things are going and let them know if the 
Board can assist you in any way in our 
communication and correspondence.  
As Board, we appreciate your prayers as  
we seek to make decisions that are 
beneficial for the education of the next 
generation and that bring glory to God. 
Until next time! Ω

Tim Keller. (2018, Feb. 5). 3 Ways to Pass On 
Faith to the Next Generation. Retrieved from: 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/3-ways-
pass-faith-next-generation/

ACCOUNTING COURSE

“Chairman’s Notes” continued...
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As we pass the halfway mark in this 
school year, the SLT has been busy and 
continues to work on many upbuilding 
events that involve the student body.
Our team held a Promote Your Neighbour Week in late 
November, and we received a lot of positive feedback on this 
event. This week included a Random Acts of Kindness Day where 
we encouraged our fellow classmates to do a little something that 
would make someone else’s day a bit brighter. Another feature of 
this week was a theme day where the students were able to dress 
in their classiest clothes. We also had all the students write an 
upbuilding note on a star shaped piece of paper and used these 
to construct an encouragement wall which was viewed frequently 
by students during the weeks that followed.

The week before our Christmas holidays featured many different 
festivities in our annual Winterfest. This included big games in 
the gym such as Pass the Parcel and Musical Squares. Students 
were even able to wrap a friend! A new event in this week was 
the Happy Holiday Hunt, in which five of our SLT members 
hid around the school dressed up as Mr & Mrs Claus, an elf, 
a reindeer, and a snowman. The whole school had fun racing 
around during the lunch break to find these hidden characters, 
and if students were successful, they received a free cookie.

We also had an ugly Christmas sweater day, which filled the halls 
with lots of Christmas cheer. Students had the opportunity to 
send candy canes to their friends with an attached note (which 
we like to call “candy cane grams”), which were later delivered to 
their classrooms. Sadly, school was cancelled on the Friday before 
the holidays, so we had to postpone our cookie decorating until 
the first week of classes in 2018. All in all, the week was full of 
fun events and excitement for the Christmas season.

We have finished up our first semester exams, and as a new 
semester begins we can feel some of the stress of studying and 
final projects lift off our shoulders. We continue planning for 
many events and are eagerly looking forward to February 16 for 
our upcoming Winter Banquet which has the theme Enchanted 
Forest. Other upcoming events include our SLT assembly being 
held on March 2, with the focus on functioning within the body 
of Christ. We continue to meet each month with our grade 9 peer 
mentorship groups. We also look forward to Grade 8 Day, where 
we get the opportunity to show the future Guido students from 
our feeder schools around our high school. 

There’s always something to keep us busy and we hope our 
planning and activities create a better school environment and 
ultimately glorify God our Creator. Ω

From the SLT 
M E G A N  B O S

FAIRY TALE DAY
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Christmas Assembly
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You may have heard of the famous 
maxim: He who can, does; he who 
cannot, teaches. But is this really true? 
From the viewpoint of the Education 
Committee, it is clear that the teachers 
we are blessed with at Guido are, by and 
large, hardworking, conscientious, caring, 
and educated. 
They are a dedicated team who teach the students about all 
aspects of God’s created order, that they may stand in awe of their 
Maker and praise Him, and who remind the students that their 
calling in this world is “to know God as their Creator, Redeemer, 
and Sanctifier and [that they are] to honour and serve Him” 
(quoted from the school mandate). From the administrative staff 
in the office, to the teachers in the classrooms, to the educational 
assistants, maintenance staff, and parent volunteers--all work 
cooperatively in this task that the Lord has set out for us, that 
we must diligently teach our children in the way in which they 
should go. 

When we lose members of this team, it can be a sad thing, but 
sometimes God means this for the good. This is certainly the case 
with those such as Sara Bosscher and Rebecca Ludwig, who leave 
as they welcome new life. We wish them well on their maternity 
leaves, and God’s blessing on them and their families as they deal 
with the new additions. 

Other teachers have been thinking about or have applied for 
retirement. Retirement can be a rewarding and well deserved 
time of rest for them as well – but we hope that we can still  
keep them on the supply teaching list! That way, they can 
continue to return and visit with the hundreds of their “children” 
that they have been helping to grow into adults as they have 
progressed through their careers. Some of these former students 
have even returned as adults to become co-workers in the 
education of our children. 

For those interested in a career in teaching, more of those 
opportunities are becoming available. Currently, Guido is 
looking for teachers with qualifications in Mathematics, English, 
History, Religion, Business and Technological Studies to fulfil 
both part time and full time positions, as we look at covering 
the retirements and maternity leaves, as well as increasing 
enrollment. Those interested can contact vice principal Paul 
Leistra for further information. 

Of course, they may need to hurry, as Paul Leistra is also looking 
at change in the future. An opening has come up for him to 
spend a year working at the University of Waterloo’s Centre 
for Educational Excellence, helping to author the new math 
curriculum for grade 9 to 11 students across Ontario. This is a 

great opportunity for him to help shape future minds in both 
independent Christian and public schools, so we wish him well 
on his leave of absence for the 2018-2019 school year. We also 
look forward to his return on the completion of this contract, 
so that he can be an instrumental part of implementing the new 
curriculum here at Guido.  

New curriculum and new ideas are also making inroads at 
Guido. In the past few years we have seen the introduction of 
Plickers for knowledge checks (see www.plickers.com), the use 
of a Flipped Classroom to make better use of learning time by 
incorporating online learning into courses, and of course the use 
of Google Classroom to help students and teachers collaborate 
on projects and make use of online information in a paperless 
environment. Initiatives such as these also make learning from 
home for those injured or sick a much easier prospect. 

Bringing us back to the opening maxim then…with all of the 
hard work, effort, and constant learning involved in a teacher’s 
job – why would anyone suggest that those who can’t, teach? 
Perhaps the answer can be found in Proverbs 1:7, which tells us 
that “…the fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: but 
fools despise wisdom and instruction.” Ω

From the Ed Comm M I K E  T E L

From the administrative staff in 
the office, to the teachers in the 
classrooms, to the educational 
assistants, maintenance staff, 
and parent volunteers--all work 

cooperatively in this task that the 
Lord has set out for us, that we must 

diligently teach our children in the 
way in which they should go.
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$7

C O M E  T O  G U I D O ’ S  B I A N N U A L 

ARTS FESTIVAL 

SHOWCASING OUR STUDENTS’ WINNING MUSICAL  
PERFORMANCES AND ARTISTIC CREATIONS 

THURSDAY, APRIL 26 
& FRIDAY, APRIL 27
TICKETS  
on sale at Guido office April 9th 

A R T  V I E W I N G  7 : 1 5  P M 
P R O G R A M  B E G I N S  8 : 0 0  P M
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ROBOTICS CLUB

DISSECTION
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DOMINICAN GROUP

THE LIBRARY
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As we start the second semester, I would like to mention 
a couple of updates from the financial perspective. 
First of all, we can rejoice in the fact that we were richly blessed this past December. 
We were able to meet and exceed our budget revenue amounts with all the additional 
donations received. This is something that we realize is from the hand of our Heavenly 
Father alone. 

Secondly, we are looking into the next fiscal year to work on the new budget. Something new 
that we are looking at doing is creating a five year budget. This is being implemented to give 
us a better perspective for our financial planning. This budget will be presented at the annual 
spring membership meeting. 

Finally, thank you to ALL the donors who faithfully donate, whether it is through regular 
monthly tuition payments or through general donations that help to reduce the cost of 
Christian education. Ω

Treasurer’s Report  
M R .  G A R E T T  V A N  I P E R E N 

Yesterday’s Grads and  
Tomorrow’s Students 
They are volunteers and partners, ambassadors, 
advocates, and donors. They can be mentors to current 
students and they are always lifelong learners. Who are 
they? They are Guido de Brès alumni! 
In the business world it is proven true that a company is only as good as its product. 
Similarly, in the world of education a school is only as good as its graduates. And Guido’s 
alumni testify to the good work the Lord has been doing at our school over the years. 
Just take a look around you at all the ways they are impacting their community and 
God’s world.

At Guido we are approaching the time when the impact of our alumni is being felt in a 
very concrete way. While they have quietly been the backbone of support the school has 
received over the past two decades at least, we are now beginning to see an increase in 
leadership and involvement of our alumni. Last year the school board received its first 
ever alumnus as board chair. Two-thirds of our governing board are alumni. The Lord 
willing, the 2018-2019 school year will see its first ever principal who is a former Guido 
student! The seeds have been sown by our grandparents, and under God’s blessing, the 
growth is becoming a harvest of leadership and blessing. Not to mention the fact that 
nearly half of our staff are former graduates!

Our newly formed Alumni Association is growing, over 1000 members strong already. 
Won’t you join too? Exciting initiatives and opportunities for engagement are being 
planned so that the benefits you received from quality Christian education can continue 
to bless current and future students. Go to www.guidodebres.org and click on the 
Alumni portal in the top right hand corner. It only takes a minute to sign up. Then look 
for an exciting e-newsletter in your inbox this spring. Stay connected and be part of the 
growth and development of Guido de Brès Christian High School! Ω


